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V* An AhftraH out of a Letter from t>oEl6r 
W. Holbrooke of Maiichefter, to 3r. W. Cole, 
Fellom of tht College of Thyfitianf in London 5 
concerning Stones Voided hy Stoole. With Dr. Cole'x 
Anfwer to the fame. 

Manchejler^ September 4. 1700. 
S I iv, 

IMuft beg your Patience a while longer, and defire 
your Thought's of what I think a remarkable Cafe. 
One Crumbleholm came to me fometime ago, and com- 
plained of a great lofs of Appetite, with Scorbutick Itch, 
and ever and anon fevere Convulfive Cholicks below 
his Navel, all along the Hjipogafirmm. They Jaft not 
above a quarter of an Hour, but often return, and raife 
Tumours the bignefs of a large Walnut, which difap* 
pear and remove as the Pain ftiifts. He has been troK- 
bled with it fome Years, and took Phyfick of almoft 
every one he met with 5 but, as far as I can perceive, 
not in any regular Method, wh ch gave me fome hopes, 
that I might relieve him. Accordingly I began with 
mild Emollient and Carminative Glyfters , purged with 
Deco^. Sen. Gtreon. Syr. de Spin, cervia. C^ Tini$. Sacr. 
In the Intervals of the Purges I gave JEthiops Mineral^ 
with bitterDeco^ions Alterative, made more Carminative 
with Rad. Zedoar. and Cafor. He was relieved for that 
purpofe; his Appetite and Complexion mended, but 
prefently was as 111 as ever. Then he fliow'd me the 
Stones voided by Stoole, upon a flight Mercurial Purge, 
,vij?ch he took laft Eajier. Upon opening one of them, 
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I found he had fwallowed either fome Plumb or Apri- 
cock Stones, which by their ftay in the Inteftines were 
inclos'd in the Excrements, as I take it ; and, by the 
Purge being diflodged from their Sinu^f fent forth, as 
you find. Hoping then that by ftronger Evacuations, 
if I could remove-any other that might remain, it might 
tend to his Cure, I order'd ftronger Medicines, of which 
the Bearer, who is my particular Friend, and was the 
Apothecary, can give you a more particular Account : 
However, I could not get any more from him ; and he 
being out of hopes, and uneafy to be kept any longer 
from his Bufinefs, has left off taking any thing. Lad: 
Week I faw him, and found him much in the fame 
Condition, tho' fomewhat weaker, and ilink more in 
his Flefli. If you think by communicating this to any 
of your Friends, or making tryals of the other Stone 
untouch'd, you may be better fatisfy'd in the Young 
Man s Cafe, or may think of any thing that may cob- 
tribute to his Cure, plcafe to fignify it by the Bearer, 
and you will mightily oblige. 

Tour very Uumhte 

And Obedient ServitHt^ 

W. Holbrooke. 



Dr. 
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7)r. ColcsJn/wer to the forego'm^ Letter, 

Dear Siff 

Received yburs by Mx.Bxrrtfoff, together with your 
_ very obliging Prefent, the two Human Bezoars^ (if 
1 may fo call them i,) but have as yet had little opportu- 
nity of having the Opinion of many Phyfitians here 
concerning them : One very Ingenious Gentleman, to 
whom I ihowed them, was an Acquaintance of yours, 
Mr Roger Kenmffa of Cambridge, w ho went on Monday 
laft for France^ who with Dr. Hobart, as alfo DtSloane, 
admire them. 

And now. Sir, as to the latter part of your Letter ; 
I look upon thefe Stones to be not formed oi adhering 
Excrements^ as you feem to fuppofe, but to be made 
thus- 

When the Plumb-Stones happen to be included in a 
f.t Glandulous Receptacle, I conceive they may come to 
be thus coated over by the vifcous Liquor fecreted out 
of the Secretory Duds of thofe Glandules, which by 
long lying there may come to acquire fo great a Bulk, 
by the continual appulfe of the fame Liquor. 

" This Receptacle I gnefs to be the Iniefiinnm cxcuvt^ 
which, tho' fmall naturally^ may be, as other Membra- 
nous and Glandulous Parts are, capable of a confidera- 
bleExtenfion: So thit, when by reafon of the Perijial- 
tick Motion of the lutefiims above, one of the Plumb- 
Stones may happen to be, by its pointed Extremity, in« 
trudcd 5 the whole may, by the fame repeated, tho* 
flow Motion, dilate the Cavity fo, that the whole Body 
of the Stone may by the fame Method be ftill farther 
and farther protruded, till it come to the further Extre- 
mity i, which being clofed, raufb be prefomed to detain 
it there, fmce tis hard to conceive it can quickly get 
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out again, that Veriflaltlck Motion being always for- 
ward. One of thefe Stones being thus enter'd, 'tis eafy 
to conceive more may be admitted, fince the hrft can- 
not but dilate the PafTage for another that follows, and 
fo on till the Cavity be full- Whilft thefe Stones lye 
there, they mufl: be conceived to offend the part, as 
having extended it beyond its Natural State : So that 
the Secretory Duds of the Gland, of which the innet 
Coat of that, as well as the reft of the Inteftincs, is 
conftituted, rauft be proportionally dilated 5 whereby 
an eafier way is made for the Liquor, they feparate, to 
be excreted. This being of a vifcid and concrefcible 
Nature, muO:, fince it cannot get forth, be prefum'd to 
adhere to the Snbflratumy the Stones, and fo by degrees 
Incruft them j which Cruft by the long confinement 
rauft grow fo much thicker, for the fame reafon as it 
began, the Dufts being kept conftanly open, and the 
Cavity more and more dilated the greater the Incrufta 
tion is. So that I conceive the Symptoms are eafily 
accountable for, from the offence given to the part, 
which being fenfible, as all membranous and fibrous 
Parts are, the Pain muft grow greater, the greater the 
Extenfion is ; and the change of the Pofture of the 
Tumor may very well be conceived to proceed from 
the different Poftures the Inteftines put on, by the Chyle 
or Excrements paffing along them, and fometimes fill- 
ing one part, fometimes another, as they are protruded 
further and further, their Lubricity on the Surface, 
length, and confinement obvioufly favouring that Phs' 
Komenott. I am of Opinion, the true Bezoar Stones are 
form'd in the Beafts, that yield them, in the fsme man. 
ner 5 but whether their Stomachs or Inteftines have o- 
ther Cavities Capable of receiving and retaining them to 
their full growth, is to be determined by Anatomy. 
This I think is certain, that all of them have either a 
Straw, Stick, or other Subftance different from the Ex- 
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terier Matter, which we call the Stone, in the middle 
of them 5 and thence I conclude the manner of their 
formation to be the fame. From the continuance of 
his Symptoms, I believe there may be more behind 3 
and cannot think any other Method more likely to ex- 
trude them, than by having his Abdomen well anointed 
with forae Emollient Oyles or Liniments, and very well 
agitated backward and forward as much and as long as 
he can bear, and this both Morning and Evening : 
After a little while, that the Stones may be prefam'd 
by this agitation to be fomewhat diflodged, fome gentle 
Purgatives I conceive may be of ufe to be now and then 
given to carry them downwards, and with all Emolli- 
ent Clyfters to follicit it gently, &e. 

W. Cole^ 



VI. An JccQunt of the TiiJfeHion of a ^erfon, who 
dyd of an Ulcer in the Right IQdney. % 
J. Douglas, M. P. F. % S. 

I Was defjred lately to affifl: at the opening of a 
Gentleman, who dy*d the Day before, in the 45th 
Year of fcjs Age 5 where I obferv'd the following Par- 
ticulars, relating to the Unufual Strudure and Morbid 
Difpofirion of the Parts contained in the Cavities of the 
Thorax and Abdomen. 

I. Wheo the Skin vi-ith the other Integuments were 
taken off, I obferved that part of the Omentum had 
thruft icfelf thro* the Annular Holes of the Abdominal 
Mufcles on the Left Side, and there fomed a F.ftflocele^ 
or Herma ementalis^ as large as a Walnut, 
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